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HUMAN FACTORS IN THE FIELD WORKS

There are three factors that using human in conducting a language research:

a. The investigator

To do research in the field, the investigator must prepare himself/herself with two important things;

1. Personal psychological make- up, in which an investigator must be ready and well prepared with all of the situations he/she will find in the field work.

2. Training and skills, since that field work is not an easy job to do, so the investigator must get prepare with some prior knowledge to get to know about what he’s/ she’s going to do later on in the field work. In here, there are two kinds of investigator; the skilled investigator that use to be the leader of the work, and the trained investigator who conducts the research under the “skilled” control.

b. The community

There are some factors that we must consider about the object community where we will do the research;

1. The attitudes: cautiousness, suspicion, reticence, and sensitiveness

Community reticence( inability to understand the nature and purpose of language project 

2. The interest of the community

3. Power structure in the community (occupational groups, political parties, religious castes or leaders )

c. The informant

1. Need for the informants

There are some reasons why do we need the informants. First, we need the informants to get the body of data which is necessary for making generalizations about the structure of a language. The second is to check the accuracy of data. The last one is to compare the analyses based on written texts and those based on informant texts.

2. Selection of the informants

There are some factors that should be considered by the investigator to classify the informants. They are the nature of the study, the circumstances under which is done, the informant’s' health, Innumerable, and the time of the informants. 

3. Number of the informants

Language features are correlated to ages, class, occupations, and other sociological factor for getting the informants as sampling as well

4. Qualifications of informants

There are five factors that deal with the informant qualification, such as age, sex, cultural and psychological qualities and language

5. The training of the informants

There are two main goals in training the informant;

First, to make the informant to be an enlightened, an interested, and a cooperative coworker.

Second, to get the informant to think about language as the investigator does, that is, in terms of broad generalizations based on what is actually said or could be said.

